
Dear Friend,
We know you will have received many messages from organizations  responding to the global health 
crisis that we’re all facing.  At the St Lawrence Shakespeare Festival, the board of directors has made 
the decision to close our office for the next two weeks and enable us to work remotely… and we are 
washing our hands vigorously at every opportunity.

Even in Shakespeare’s day, the theatres closed from time to time because of their own Elizabethan 
health crises. As we rigorously make social distancing our top priority, we look forward to the time 
when we can come together in the necessary act of healing as a community and “lay aside life-
harming heaviness and entertain a cheerful disposition."

Theatre has always been one of the most social of all the arts. Theatre artists long for that time when 
they can share their art with an audience; SLSF more so than most with the close connection we share 
with our local community. We have faith that, by the time summer arrives, a night of communion in 
the open air by the St Lawrence River will be a welcome solace to us all.

At this time, we are not anticipating any delay or interruption to our summer season, which is 
scheduled to begin performances on July 10th.  Ensuring the health and safety of our entire 
community, volunteers and theatre artists will, of course, remain our highest priority, and we will be 
monitoring the situation closely in the coming days and weeks. 

At this uncertain time, many of our patrons are taking a similar wait-and-see approach to their summer 
plans.  We will be continually monitoring the situation closely and should our plans need to change 
we will adopt appropriate refund and exchange policies at that time.

Now more than ever, we are grateful for our SLSF community as we navigate these challenging times 
together.  Do not hesitate to contact us with any questions or concerns you might have about SLSF at 
info@stlawrenceshakespeare.ca.

Please take good care of yourselves and each other. In the meantime, we will be thinking of you and 
longing for summer. 

On behalf of the entire Board of directors of the St Lawrence Shakespeare Festival.

Yours,
Richard & James, 
 
Richard S. Willis                      James Richardson
Artistic Director                     General Manager
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